
WOW, great things continue to happen at South Newton Elementary School.  Our school has 

been recognized by the Indiana Department of Education as a Four Star School. The Four 

Star School recognition is the highest award given annually by the state. To earn the distinc-

tion, a school must be fully accredited by the Indiana State Board of Education, meet Ade-

quate Yearly Progress (AYP) as defined by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB), 

and perform in the top 25 percentile of all schools in the state in each of the following areas: 

 

    * Top 25 percentile for Combined Passing Percentage for English/Language Arts and Math 

 

    * Must be in the top 25th percentile for each grade level tested in each of the areas 

 

    * Top 25 percentile passing both English /Language Arts and Math 

 

    * Must have made AYP  which includes the attendance rate. 

 

This is quite an honor as only 201 schools out of over 2,000 public and private schools in 

Indiana received this designation! I am so proud of our students and staff. Thank you, South 

Newton Elementary families and community, for supporting your children’s education and 

for your wonderful partnership with our school. I am so proud and honored to serve as the 

building principal at such a fabulous school! 

         Sandra Arini 

If you would like to see a list of all of the 2009-2010 Four Stars Schools, go to http://

www.doe.in.gov/accreditation/fourstar.html 

The Indiana Department of Education  Press Release:http://www.doe.in.gov/news/2011/03-

March/fourstar.html 
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The Indiana Department of Education released the list of 2009-10 Four Star Schools today, following the creation 

of a new, easy to understand method of qualifying for the statewide honor. Out of 1,808 public schools, 188 were 

given this distinction. Thirteen of 261 private schools also received the honor this year. 

“Today I offer sincere congratulations to Indiana’s 2009-10 Four Star Schools as we celebrate their dedication to 

academics,” Superintendent of Public Instruction Dr. Tony Bennett said. “These schools set high expectations for 

their students on a daily basis, and as a result, students work hard and exceed those expectations. The students and 

teachers in these schools should be extremely proud of this honor, and I am confident they will continue down this 

path of success.” 

Following numerous inquiries and recommendations from educators regarding what were confusing calculations 

for the Four Star Schools program, the IDOE’s Office of Accreditation created new benchmarks for the program. 

These new requirements, which were used to determine the 2009-10 honorees, establish the 25th percentile cut 

score for combined passing percentages for English/Language Arts and Mathematics as well as the percent of stu-

dents passing both for all grades tested. Schools that rank in the top 25th percentile for each grade tested and each 

of these categories and have made AYP qualify for the Four Star School Award. Additionally, the attendance rate 

is addressed through AYP verification. 

For the first time, IDOE reviewed data for non-public schools and included the top non-public schools as honorees. 

It is, however, important to note that both public schools and non-public schools had their own cut scores and were 

compared only to like schools—meaning public schools were only compared to other public schools, and non-

publics only to non-publics. The calculations were completely independent of one another. 
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